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THE EVEKTOR SPORTSTAR

s one of those rare, and oft maligned, breed “the career instructor”; | have tended

to accumulate flight time in the typical, mainstream training aircraft - the Cessna

152s, 172s and Pipers of various types. This situation has rarely bothered or

bored me as, even though the aircraft are the same, the students are all individual, dif-

ferent and usually thoroughly entertaining.

However, | was quite excited at the prospect
of flying the Evektor SportStar, a Light Sport
Aircraft (LSA) manufactured by the Czech com-
pany Evektor Aerotechnique.This enthusiasm
was tempered slightly by a vague picture in
my head of a strange, insect type aircraft with
bits hanging off the wings, tiny wheels and the
propeller on the ‘wrong’ end. | am sure these
strange looking craft are marvelous to fly but
must admit | felt a tad relieved on learning that
the SportStar is a traditional looking, low wing
aircraft that just happened to be a little lighter
than my ‘normal’aeroplane.

Basil Lenzo, whose company Cloud Dancer
Sports Aircraft is the Western Australian dealer
for the SportStar, started my journey on the
light aircraft flight path by bravely allowing
me to test fly his aeroplane.

| was immediately impressed with the Sport-
Star’s looks - it has clean lines, smooth,
unblemished surfaces and colourful, glossy
paintwork. Basically, it was new. Although
there are many fairly recent G.A. training
aircraft, the majority of trainers are twenty
to thirty years old and, no matter how well
maintained, by the very nature of their role
they invariably rattle a bit, are missing the

Certified empty weight 295kgs
Certified MTOW 550kgs (LSA)
544kgs RAAus (Australia)
Usable weight 280kgs (249kgs Australia)
Wingspan 8.22m
Length 6.10m
Height (top of fin) 237m
Wing area 9.84sgm
Glide ratio 400fpm at 50kts
Cockpit width 116cms elbow & shoulders
Standard engine Rotax 912ULS (100 bhp)
Standard propeller 3-blade composite ground adjustable
Max fuel contents 120 litres in 2x wing tanks
Take off roll under 100 metres
Stall (full flap, idle) 35kts
Max flap operating speed 80kts
Max level speed 115kts
Never exceed 146kts
Normal cruise 100-110 kts
Economy cruise 95kts
Range at normal cruise 730nm
Duration 6.5hrs + 30 mins reserve
Climb rate at 60 kts 1200fpm
Load factors, tested to +6-3g
Load factors, operational +4-2g




