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Keith Galloway starts an instructional flight in his brand new Sportstar with Kevin Walters

Recreational flyin
- an ATPL’s view

Report and photos by John Spiers

good example of the drift to recrea-
ional aviation is a 77-year-old retired
airline pilot who had just taken delivery of
a brand new Sportstar and was getting back
into flying after a 23 year break by training
with Kevin Walters

After studying the options, Keith Gal-
loway chose the new $127,000 recreational
aircraft over a second hand GA aircraft
costing about $60,000.

Keith retired in 1983 and had not flown
for 23 years. He thought about buying a
boat but decided maintenance would mean
he would never be home.

He was aware that a lot of people said
they would never get into an ultralight
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but when his son in law learned to fly and
talked about buying an older Piper, Keith
started checking the market and spoke to
many old airline acquaintances who had
become involved in vintage aircraft and
aircraft maintenance.

While some were diehard GA, many
recommended the recreational route.

He researched what new types of aircraft
were available to help put some members
of the family’s minds at rest.

*My wife accepted it because she is used
to me. My son said ‘good on you’ but my
daughter in law was horrified.

“When I think about the grand children,
a new aircraft should be a lot safer than
an old one you do not really know the
history of.

“When you buy a new aircraft you know

it has not been knocked about — that the
engine has not been punished or the spars
over-stressed.

“I saw them as money down the drain
— there would be high and rising mainte-
nance costs and lots of fuel which would
deter us from flying.

“On the other hand I did not mind
putting money into a new asset.” Keith says
insurance costs him about $4000 a year.

He has installed an EFIS hooked to the
GPS with track readout.

Although flying a recreational aircraft
does not require a medical check as long
as you can hold a driver’s licence, Keith
did a PPL medical and was told he came
up better than many younger men.

Keith agrees with the views that recrea-
tional aircraft can be “twitchy” compared
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