A welcoming atmossphere and a decent coffee

Putting out the
welcome mat

Report and photos by
John Spiers

Is learning to make a good coffee one
answer to GA’s supposed problems?

While most GA operators and flying
schools complain they are doing it hard,
Martyn and Gaylene Smith are welcoming
an increasing stream of customers through
the doors of Adelaide Biplanes at Aldinga,
south of Adelaide.

Despite the name (they started out of-
fering flights on a Waco Classic YMF-3
VH-ONY) theirs is a “dual discipline”
flying school offering recreational and GA
training (a growing trend as indicated by
the recent surge of applications from GA
flying schools to RAAus to start recrea-
tional training).

They have three Sportstars on the line
for training and fill what they believe is
a gap in the market for tailwheel training
stream with Tiger Moth, Super Decathlon,
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Piper Super Cub and - as a special reward
for good students - a 172 kilo empty weight
Turbulent.

For GA training they have a 1974 M
model 172 VH-WY]J (described on their
website as “a wonderful old aeroplane) as
well as a new Cirrus SR22 with an LSA
Sport Cub, which is essentially the same
as the Super Cub but will allow tailwheel
training endorsements on a recreational
pilot certificate. A Cherokee and Archer
are also available with an Arrow for CSU
and retractable training.

The stand-out difference at Aldinga
from most GA operations is the strongly
welcoming atmosphere for all-comers.

Martyn said: “We try very hard to be
welcoming - flying training loses too many
potential recruits because when they walk
into a flying school or club the first thing
they are greeted with is silence or a stare,
and they are not sure they are welcome.”

When you fly or drive into the Aldinga
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field, one of the first things that strikes you
is a pleasant outdoor deck with good tables
and chairs where you can order coffee,
beverages, snacks and light meals.

And they are real coffees - well worth
flying in for or, for drivers, taking a five
minute diversion off the main south road
from Adelaide. Young instructors and
students quickly pick up a barista rating
along with flying hours and can earn a few
extra dollars.

Said Martyn: “Coming from UK-Eu-
rope where there was almost always a
restaurant at an airfield, we found it strange
that here you often could not even get a
cup of tea.”

Unlike many flying organisations, Ald-
inga encourages non-flyer drop-ins.

“When people sit here and have a cup
of coffee it brings in a bit of revenue and
sows the seed about going for a flight or
learning to fly.

“They talk to others, hear the radio calls,
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