
Medical delegation
proposal welcomed

A OPA haswelcomed a CASAmove lo
,f-l'delegate the management of private
and student pilot medical certificates to
authorised aviation doctors.

CASA said it had moved to a "detailed
examination of proposals" followins a
surv€y ofthe aviation industsy into options
for of Class 2 medicals found more than
82 per cenl ofpeople supponed delegating
them to DAMES.

Respondents overwhelmingly opposed
the current $ 1 30 fee charged by CASA for
managing the medical cenilication system
and more than 95 per ceni of peopl€ said
the fee was nol appropriate.

CASAsaid it proposed to cut the medi-
cal fee lo $75 in the next round ofcost re-

Only 2.5 per cent of respondents
supported the currenl $130 medical fee
and only 4 per cenl want the cuneni
system retained with a flat fee charged
by CASA.

Support for some other options put
forward in the discussion paper was also
low - I I per cent a$eeing with different
fe€s being charged for diflerent levels of
m€dical certificate work and 9.4 per cent
supporting a two-tier designated aviation
m€dical examiner system.

Only opiion 4 - the proposal for all
aviation doctors to be able to issue Class
2 medicals - received strong suppon from

Ov€rall, 82.5 percentof people agreed
with this proposal, alrhough the support
amongst doctors was lower, al 62 per

DAMES who took pan in the survey
said lhat issues that needed revi€w ifCASA
delegated Class 2 medical management
included liabilily and medical insurance
costs and the need for a centml database
of medical records lhat could be accessed

CASA said a decision on whether
changes will be made to the way Class 2
medicals were managed would be made
in 2007 .

AOPA said in a statement that it wel-
comed the CASA annourcement and

€ongratulated it on listening to the voice
ofGA.

"AOPA would lik€ to highlight the
tireless etrorts ofthe late AOPA president
Ron Bertram, who, together with vice
president Andrew Kerans, raised this is-
sue with CASA over l8 months ago," the

"This work has b€en instnrmental in
CASAS decision to instigate the review.
AOPA has continued to push the need for
review ofthe administration ofthe medical
cenificate, and welcomed lhe release ofthe
discussion paper

"AOPA strongly supported Option 4 in
its submission to the original discussion
pap€r

"AOPAbelieves that a DAME, already
approved and appointed by CASA, does
not need to be double check€d on each

"Where is the cost/risk benefit analysis
to justily CASAS need to double ch€ck
their appointed medical representatives?

"Most DAME's wi l l  be examining
many other non-pilot clients and r€com-
mending surgery, medication, or lifestyl€
change.

"Many of these clients will be dnving
high performance vehicl€s on crowded
roads, orj€t skis near swimmers, or flying
RA Aus aircraft faster than a Cessna 172
- all without the inte ention ofan extemal

"It amounts to an unnecessary le\,y on
all non-commercial pilots, being a $4M
cost recovery Fom a group who are rnanda-
tory participants."

Ron Wheeler recognised
Ron Wheeler, 85, widely regarded as the
"founding father" of recreational/ultra-
light aviation in Australia, has received a
special award from Recreational Aviation
Australia (RA-Aus), presented by Dick
Smith at a tun€tion at his property near
Gundaroo NSw

Ront company, Skycraft, and began
making and testing very light aircraft using
Vicia lawnmower engines and yachting
parts fiom 1974.

The differenc€ between his aircraft
and previous failures was r€search: "I had
collected a lol of material on low speed

Royal Victoian Aero Club took delivery of its first tr4o
LSA Spo/tsaars fyH-CZO and VH-CZQ) on 29 October

and quickly put lhem lo work on llying lraining
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